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Israel and Germany

Five decades of diplomatic,

scientific and cultural relations

From 1980 until the fall of the
Berlin Wall




19. THE BEGIN-SCHMIDT CONFLICT, 1981

At the end of April 1981 the German Chancellor Helmut Schmidt
visited Saudi Arabia. In his speech at the press conference in Riyad,
as well as in a television interview upon his return to Germany, and in
the Government's press office's statements, Schmidt addressed the
moral aspect of the Palestinian refugees, and their right to establish a
state. His statements and the news that he had negotiated the
supply of German weapons to Saudi Arabia, led to a confrontation
with Israeli Prime Minister Menachem Begin, as well as harsh criticism
from the leaders of the Labor (HaAvoda) party in Israel.

PRESSEKONFERENZ AM 29.4.1581 IN RIAD:

BUNDESKANZLER,

DAS SELBSTBESTIMMUNGSRECHT DES PRLAESTINENSISCHEMW VOLKES.
DAS HATUER- LICH DAS RECHT EINGCHLIESST., SELBST DARUEBER
ZU BESTIMMEN, WER SEINE INTERESSEN WNAHRHEHMMEN SOLL. FUER
MICH GEHOERT DARZU ARUCH, WIE ICH DAS BEREITS IN EINER
GEMEINSANEN PRESSEKONFERENZ MIT KROHNPRINZ FAHD aM 23. JUNI
1978 IH BOMN FESTGESTELLT HRBE. DAS RECHT DER
PALAESTINENSER, SICH STRATLICH 2U OJCGANISIEREN.
QRESSEKONFEREHZ AM 4.5.1981 IN BOMNN:

SPRECHER BECKER.

IN DER FERHSEHDISKUSSION AN VERGANGENEN DONNERSTACABEND.
DIE I¥ HOERTLICHSTEN SIHNE UNMITTELBAR NACH DER RUECKKEHR
DES BUNDESKANZ2- LERS AUS SAUDI-ARABIEN UND DEN VEREINIGTEN
ARRBISCHEN EMIRATEH STATTFAMD, HAT ER SICH VOLLSTAENDIC INM
RAHHEN DER ERKLAERUNG VON VENEDIC BEMEGT. SIE HWERDEMN BEIN
ETUDIUMN ALLER AEUSSERUNGEN. DIE ER IN DER VERGANGEHEN
WOCHE GETAH HAT, FESTSTELLEN. DASS ER EIHE BEMERKUHNG ALS
PERSOENLICHE AKZENTUIERUNC BEZEICHMET HAT UHD DIESE
BEMERKUHG BETRIFFT - DIESES SEIH WORTSINN - DAS RECHT DER
PALARESTI~ NENSER., SICH STAATLICH 2U ORGAMISIEREN.

DIESE BEMERKUNG IST EINE PERSOEHLICHE ANMERKUNG GENESEN
UND VOH IHM AUCH AUSDRUECKLICH S50 BEZEICHNEY NORDEM. 1IN
UEBRIGEN ABER BEMNEGTE SICH DER BUNDESKANZLER BEI ALLEN.
HAE ER ZUR HAHODEBTPROBLE- MATIK CESAGT HAT. AUF DEM BODEN
DER ERKLAERUNGC DER DRWALS NEUN MITGLIEDSSTRATEN DER
EUROPAEISCHEN GCENEINSCHAFT.
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Schmidt's sympathetic declarations
towards the Palestinians and their
right to statehood, and the fact
that he chose to avoid references
to the Germans' moral duty
towards the Jewish people caused
a further deterioration in the tense
relationship between him and
Israeli Prime Minister Begin, which
led to a bitter exchange of words
between the two heads of state.
Begin called Schmidt “arrogant”
and “greedy”, and referred to
Schmidt's military service during
the war, claiming that he knew of
the Kkilling of Jews and the
executions of dissidents. Begin
emphasized the Germans' collective
guilt, and excited anger in West
Germany. Both the Christian-
Democratic opposition and the
West German press expressed

Deutsche und Juden: Kniefall wiederholen?

Nach den Ausfillen Menachem Begins gegen Helmut
Schmidt droht das deutsch-israelische Verhiltnis in die
Briiche zu gehen, 36 Jahre nach Kriegsende ist Aussioh-

So etwas hatte der Kanzler schon
lange nicht mehr erlebt. Wo er
sich letzte Woche blicken lieB, schlug
ihm Beifall entgegen. Seine eigenen
Leute scharten sich um ihn, die Gegner
von der Opposition boten ihm Hilfe an.
Und, ein Ereignis besonderer Art: Wel-
che Zeitung er auch aufschlug, iiberall
gab es nur Sympathiebeweise.

Das alles hat einer vollbracht, der
den Kanzler der Bundesrepublik
schlug, in Wahrheit aber die Deutschen
meinte: der Israeli Menachem Begin.

Die maBlosen Angriffe des Mini-
sterprisidenten aus Jerusalem gegen
den Bonner Regierungschef, seine ge-
hissigen Beschimpfungen eines ehema-
ligen Oberleutnants der groBdeutschen
Wehrmacht namens Helmut Schmidt
haben in Bonn fiir einen Augenblick
wenigstens wieder jene Gemeinsamkeit
der Demokraten erzeugt, deren Verlust
Regierung wie Opposition sonst so hef-
tig beklagen — eine Solidaritdtsbekun-

dung nicht nur fiir die Person Schmidt,

sondern auch Nachweis fiir den
Wunsch der Politiker, daB mit der
Aufrechnung von Schuld und Siihne
einmal SchluB sein miisse. 36 Jahre
nach Kriegsende wollen sich die Deut-

® Oben: am 29. April in Riad; unten: am 3. Mai
vor seiner Fraktion im israelischen Parlament.
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schen nicht als einig Volk von Nazis
fiihlen.

Kaum war Helmut Schmidt am vor-
letzten Donnerstag aus Saudi-Arabien
zuriickgekehrt, kaum hatte er eine erste
Bilanz gezogen, da gingen Schméhun-
gen auf ihn nieder, die zwischen Staats-
ménnern einmalig sind.

Israel-Premier Begin*
«Den Deutschen nie vergeben*

nung wieder fern. Noch erfreut sich der Kanzler breiter
Solidaritdt. Doch schon erheben sich Vorwiirfe, er trage
Mitschuld am Unfrieden zwischen Bonn und Jerusalem.

Uniiblich im diplomatischen Ge-
schift sind Ton und Wortwahl: der
Vorwurf der , Arroganz“, der ,Frech-
heit“ an den Regierungschef eines Lan-
des, der Angriff zudem, seine Politik
sei von ,,Habsucht“ geprigt, weil er
nichts im Sinn habe, als ,,Waffen teuer
zu verkaufen* und ,,Erdél billig einzu-
kaufen (siehe Seite 29).

Allgemeine Emporung erntete Begin
auch fiir seine Verdidchtigungen und
Verdrehungen, die Schmidt in die N&-
he von Nazis und Judenmérdern riik-
ken sollten.

Zwar behauptete der Israeli erst gar
nicht, er habe Belege. Aber er unter-
stellte, Helmut Schmidt habe zugese-
hen, als Generale des Widerstands ,,mit
Klaviersaiten aufgehiéingt wurden®, er
habe ,,an der Ostfront gekimpft”, wo
die Juden ,hauptsichlich vernichtet*
wurden (siehe Seite 23).

Als den Kanzler in Bonn Freund
und Feind gegen die Attacken in
Schutz nahmen, bedankte sich Schmidt
in seiner Fraktion geriihrt fiir die unge-
wohnte Solidaritit. Dankbar war er, als
sich der Christdemokrat Rainer Barzel
im Auswirtigen AusschuB entschieden
von Begin distanzierte. Erfreut bemerk-
te er, daB auch Oppositionschef Hel-
mut Kohl ausdriicklich keine Entschul-

Der Spiegel, 20/1981, 11.05.1981.

solidarity with Schmidt. Der Spiege/ even devoted a special issue to the
relationship under the title “Are We All Nazis?”, and wondered if 36 years after
the War Germans are still required to fall to their knees.

Later on, Schmidt and Begin tried to reconcile, but even then Begin did not

invite Schmidt to visit Israel.



20. CHANCELLOR HELMUT KOHL VISIT ISRAEL, JANUARY 1984

Since Brandt's visit at the beginning of the 1970's and up until the mid-eighties, no German Chancellor arrived in Israel. Schmidt
was invited by Yitzhak Rabin for a reciprocal visit, but given the tense relationship with Begin, it never materialized. When Helmut
Kohl was elected chancellor, Begin invited him to visit Israel, but the visit, scheduled for the end of 1983, was not carried out due
to Begin's resignation. Kohl finally came to Israel in January 1984 as a guest of Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir. Central to the
visit was the dispute between the two countries regarding the German weapon supply to Saudi Arabia, a subject highly criticized in

West Germany as well. Another matter
which provoked harsh criticism was
Kohl's decision to exclude a Waffen SS
veterans' organization from the list of
prohibited organizations. Israeli papers
reported Kohl's proclaimed impatience
while visiting Yad Vashem and his
declaration that most living Germans,
himself included, did not take part in the
crimes of the Third Reich and do not
bear responsibility for them.

Chancellor Helmut Kohl and Prime
Minister Yitzhak Shamir talking at the
Prime Minister's Office in Jerusalem,
24.1.1984.

Government Press Office (Israel), Photo:

Sa‘ar, Yaacov.
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West German Chancellor Helmut Kohl flanked by
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir and his wife
Shulamit, upon the Chancellor’s arrival at Ben-
Gurion airport for a state visit to Israel, 24.1.1984.

Government Press Office (Israel), Photo: Sa’ar,

Yaacov.
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21. THE BITBURG CONTROVERSY

In May 1985, on the 40" anniversary for the end of the
Second World War, Kohl initiated a symbolic act that
sought to honor the memory of Wehrmacht soldiers
and even Waffen SS soldiers who fought in the war. He
invited US President Ronald Raegan to lay a wreath in a
military cemetery in a small town in Southern
Germany named Bitburg. Members of the Waffen SS
were buried there too. This act was part of a German
conservative right trend to strengthen a feeling of
national consciousness. Its intent was to provide West
Germans with a sense of pride as an important
component in the protection of the Western world
against Communism. The laying of the wreath and
Raegan's words that "Those young men are victims
of Nazism also... they were victims, just as surely as

the victims in the concentration camps” and that the Germans are suffering unjustly
from guilt, provoked a wave of public criticism around the world. The visit at Bitburg
was one of the starting points of a heated debate among both right and left German
intellectuals over the place of the Third Reich in German history. A particularly heated
debate, known as the Historikerstreit (the historian's quarrel), took place among
German historians. Central to this debate was the effort of “national historians" to

; .'. inthwf _}
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Chancellor Helmut Kohl, retired General
Johannes Steinhoff, the President of the
United States Ronald Reagan and the
American retired General Matthew B.
Ridgway visit the German military
cemetery of Bitburg, 05.05.1985.

relativize the Nazi crimes by comparing them to the crimes of the Soviet Regime. ~ Bundesarchiv, B 145 Bild-00016782 /
The debate took place mostly in the years 1987-1989 and arose much interest in  photo: Wienke, Ulrich.

Israel, mostly due to the tendency to minimize the Holocaust. It had subsided to a

certain extent with the fall of the Eastern Block and German unification.



22. PRESIDENT OF WEST GERMANY RICHARD VON WEIZSACKER VISITS ISRAEL, OCTOBER 1985

E:::p.... i"- ,

On October 8, 1985 Richard von
Weizsacker became the first West
German president to visit Israel.
Weizsacker is the son of Ernst von
Weizsdcker, a former secretary of
state at the Foreign Office in Nazi
Germany. During his father’s trial
before U.S. military court for his
role in the deportation of Jews from
occupied France, Richard von
Weizsacker served as the assistant
defense counselor. On May 8 1985,
about six months before his arrival
to Israel, Weizsacker gave one of
the most important speeches in the
history of German confrontation
with the Nazi past. In contrast to

1

President of West Germany Richard von Kohl’s efforts to reduce German guilt, Weizsdcker called the Germans to
Weizsdcker talking to Mayor of Jerusalem Teddy acknowledge the truth and take responsibility for the past. “All of us,
Kollek at a welcoming reception in Wohl Rose whether guilty or not, whether old or young, must accept the past. We are
Park in Jersulaem. On the Right of von all affected by its consequences and are liable for it. We seek
Weizsdcker: President of Israel Chaim Herzog and reconciliation. Precisely for this reason we must understand that there can
Marianne von Weizsdcker, 8.10.1985. be no reconciliation without remembrance.” One of the highlights in
Bundesarchiv, B 145 Bild-00062696/ photo: Weizsdcker’s visit to Israel was a meeting with Israeli youth at the Van-Leer

Schaack. Lothar. Institute, conducted at his request.



Right: West German President Richard von
Weizsacker receiving an honorary doctorate
from the president of the Weitzmann Institute
Prof. Michael Sela, Rehovot, 11.10.1985.

Government Press Office (Israel), Photo: Sa‘ar,
Yaacov.

Left: West German President Richard von
Weizsdacker and his wife Marianne during their
visit at the “Yad Vashem” Holocaust museum in
Jerusalem, 08.10.1985.

Government Press Office (Israel), Photo: Sa’ar,
Yaacov.




West German President Richard von Weizsacker (3rd from right) and Marianne von Weizsacker
(2nd from right) are welcomed upon their arrival at Ben Gurion Airport by President of Israel
W Chaim Herzog (3rd from left) and Aura Herzog (2nd from left), 8.10.1985.

Bundesarchiv, B 145 Bild-00062697/ photo: Schaack, Lothar.
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23. ISRAELI PRESIDENT HAIM HERZOG VISITS GERMANY - APRIL 1987

Israeli President Haim Herzog’s visit to Germany on April 6, 1987 as the guest of the German President Richard von Weizsacker
was the first visit of an Israeli President in Germany. One of the high points of the visit was the ceremony in Bergen-Belsen.

Herzog first arrived at the camp 42 years earlier as an officer of the British Army. The visit took place amidst intensified debates in
Germany over the selling of weaponry to Saudi Arabia.
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in the former
concentration camp of
Bergen-Belsen,
6.4.1987.

Bundesarchiv, B 145
Bild-00062704 / photo:
Reineke, Engelbert.



Der Spiegel addressed the criticism raised in Israel over Herzog's visit to Germany. The paper mentioned comments by former
President Ephraim Kazir stating that it was not yet time to make such a visit, and reported that three Members of the Knesset
refused to join the journey. One of the points of criticism against West Germany that Der Spiege/ raised in light of Herzog's visit,
was the appointment of the Free Democratic Party member Jiirgen Méllemann to the post of Minister of Education in Helmut Kohl's
coalition. Méllemann was known as a strong opponent of Israel and was called by the Israeli daily newspaper Maariv "a fanatic

representative of the Arab
interests". Nevertheless, Der
Spiegel stressed Herzog's
insistence on visiting West
Germany. For Herzog it was
"the new Germany,” Israel's
best ally after the United
States. He felt that when he
will commemorate the dead
at Bergen-Belsen, the six
million victims will stand
beside him and it will be a
great moment of victory for
them.

Der Spiegel/ 15/1987
06.04.1987, page 149.

panorama

Herzog-Besuch: ,,Das wird der Augenblick ihres Sieges sein

Noch bis zu seiner Abreise regte sich in Israel
offentlicher Widerstand gegen den Besuch
von Staatsprasident Chaim Herzog in der
Bundesrepublik. Amtsvorganger Ephraim
Katzir fand: ,Die Zeit fiir eine solche
Deutschlandfahrt ist noch nicht gekommen.“
Nach Meinung der Regierungspartei Cherut
kann man in das ,,Land ohne
Seele“ sowieso ,friithestens
nach dem Jiingsten Gericht
und der Auferstehung® rei-
sen. Die Kritik verschont
auch nicht das neu gebildete
Kohl-Kabinett in Bonn. Der

/
Aufstieg des bisherigen FDP- e
Staatsministers im Auswarti- . K

gen Amt Jirgen Mdllemann
zum Bundesbildungsminister
veranlaBte die  Zeitung
,Maariv“ zu der Frage, ob |
dieser ,fanatische Vertreter
arabischer Interessen“ nun
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Israels Prasident Herzog

nicht ,, Tausend-und-eine-Nacht-Mérchen
iiber den Holocaust* verbreiten werde. Doch
auch die Weigerung von drei Knesseth-Abge-
ordneten, den Présidenten nach Bonn, Ber-
gen-Belsen, Worms und Berlin zu begleiten,
konnte diesen nicht von seinem , Kreuzzug
der Erinnerung®“ (Herzog) abbringen. Fir
Herzog ist die Bundesrepu-
blik ,,das andere Deutsch-
land*, Israels weltweit bester
Freund nach den USA: Es
gebe 50 Stadtepartnerschaf-
ten und 70 wissenschaftliche
Kooperationsvertriage. Den-
noch weiB er um die besonde-
re Bedeutung seiner Fahrt an
den Rhein: ,,Ab und an wer-
den sechs Millionen jiidische
Menschen, Opfer des Nazis-
mus, an meiner Seite stehen.
Das wird der Augenblick ih-
res Sieges sein.“



24. THE FALL OF THE BERLIN WALL

Remains of the Berlin Wall in the Ein-Hod Artists’ Village. A part of the Berlin Wall was brought

to Israel in 1992 and it is kept today at the entrance to the Janco Dada Museum in Ein-Hod.

On November 9 1989, the
Berlin wall was demolished in
a popular action from both the
eastern and western sides.
The wall was built in 1961 by
the communist regime in East
Germany to create a clear,
physical obstacle to impede
the passage between the east
and west parts of the city.
Both the public and the press
in Israel closely followed the
events that brought to the fall
of the Wall. Alongside hopes
for the end of the inter-block
conflict, there were
expressions of anxiety about
the possible rise of nationalist
elements with the unification
of Germany. Israelis followed
with interest the symbolic
debates that took place at the
Bundestag in the summer of
1991, regarding the location
of the German capital—in
Bonn, or in Berlin.
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